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Abstract

From time immemorial, different societies have
employed a variety of methods for the expressioioss
and grief. In the ancient context of the book of
Lamentations, songs of communal lament functiooed t
promote community cohesion and restoration in Hoe f
of unspeakable tragedy.

This presentation will highlight some of the wags i
which Lamentations has been used historically torjute
reordering of both the community and the individual
psyche, and suggest some ways in which Lamentations
can be an asset in the church's own communalride a
mission to the world.

Call to Worship: Psalm 74

Leader: How long, O God, is the foe to scoff? Is the
enemy to revile your name forever?

Congregatiornt Why do you hold back your hand, your
right hand? Take it from the fold of your garmentia
destroy them!

L: Yet God my King is from of old, working salvatiam
the midst of the earth.

C: Have regard for the covenant, for the dark pladdake
land are full of the habitations of violence.

L: Let not the downtrodden turn back in shame;Het t
poor and needy praise your name.

C: Arise, O God, defend your cause; remember how the
foolish scoff at you all the day!

All: Do not forget the clamor of your foes, the uprofr
those who rise against you, which goes up
continually!

Prayer of Invocation: LORD God, King from of old, we
come to You as Your children—calling You, appealiag
You: Come and visit us today as we worship. We are
broken in body and spirit, scarred by our sin dreldins
of this fallen world. But You have promised to readl
things new in Your Son, Jesus Christ. As we prepar
worship You now, send Your Holy Spirit to renew our
faith in Your eternal promises, so that at the Vestmay
receive the glorious resurrection inheritance Yaueh
secured for us through Jesus Christ our Lord, veigns
forever with You and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Further Reading

Anderson, Gary AA Time to Mourn, a Time to Dance:
The Expression of Grief and Joy in Israelite Religion.
The Pennsylvania State University Press: University
Park, 1991.

Boda, Mark J. “The Priceless Gain of Penitencenfro
Communal Lament to Penitential Prayer in the
‘Exilic’ Liturgy of Israel.” 81-101 in N. C. Lee ah
C. Mandolfo, edsl.amentationsin Ancient and
Contemporary Cultural Contexts. Atlanta: SBL,
2008.

Brady, Christian M.MThe Rabbinic Targum of
Lamentations. Vindicating God. Boston: Brill, 2003.

Brueggemann, Walter. “The Costly Loss of Lament,”
JSOT 36 (1986): 57-71.

Dobbs-Allsopp, F.W. “R(az/ais)ing Zion in Lamentats
2.” 21-68 in B.F. Batto and K.L. Roberts, ed3ayid
and Zion: Biblical Studiesin Honor of J.J.M.
Roberts. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 2004.

__.Weep, O Daughter of Zion: A Sudy of the City-
Lament Genre in the Hebrew Bible. Rome: Editrice
Pontifico Istituto Biblico, 1993.

Fleming, Daniel. “Ur: After the Gods Abandoned Us.”
The Classical World 97 (2003): 5-18.

Green, M.W. “The Uruk LamentJournal of the
American Oriental Society 104(1984): 253-79.

Lee, Nancy CThe Singers of Lamentations: Cities Under
Sege, From Ur to Jerusalemto Sarajevo. Boston:
Brill, 2002.

Linafelt, Tod. Surviving Lamentations: Catastrophe,
Lament, and Protest in the Afterlife of a Biblical
Book. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000.

Middlemas, Jill. The Templeless Age. Louisville:
Westminster John Knox Press, 2007.

O’Connor, Kathleen. Lamentations and the Tears of the
World. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 2002.

Willey, Patricia Tull.Remember the Former Things. The
Recollection of Previous Textsin Second Isaiah.
Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1997.

Contact Information

thinkhardthinkwell.com
benjamingiffone@gmail.com

©2011 Benjamin D. Giffone



